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whisk proves that a certain richnes in urates is necessary for
the formation of a sediment. Lactic, oxalic, phosphoric, nitric,
and hydrochlorio acids, act in the same way as aoetic acid; they
all produce, under csrtain circumstances, the separation of free
uio aid. When urine is rendered turbid by a large amount of
aids, small quantities produce the sanme effect; but the con-
verse does not take place. Zimmermrann has endeavoured to
shew that, although a sediment is formed more rapidly after
the addition of oxalic than of acetic acid, yet no crstals of
oxalate of lime are formed, or ontly wlhen tle fluid is also boiled.
The free acid formed in urine Zimmeriniann regards as oxalic acid,
not as acetic or laotic, since the presence of matters from which
these cm be formed cannot be detectetd; while turic acid, from
which oxalic acid can be formed, is always present, Ziemner-
mann placed uric acid crystals in saline waters; after a time,
he found numerous crystals of oxalate of lime. In thie lateritiolus
sediment, numerous crystals of oxalate of lime are founJ;
from wlhich it may be concluded that they are first formnedl after
the base has been set free from other combinationis, and when
the acid has proceaded from another constituent of the iurine.
If these crystals ara not found in this urine, it is eitlher beeause
the urine contains no oxalate of lime, or because this salt does
not always crystallise in the ordinary form.

In relation to the development of free acid in the uirie.,
Zimmernann, paitly in contradliction to Selherer, malkes the
following observations. Wheni to utrine wlicli became spon-
taneously turbid, and was also rend(ered s* by hydrochloric
acid, he ad1ded alc.)hol, and then acetic acid, tlhe tfluiiI iremiainie(d
clear, and deposited uric acid crystals sparingly. The same oc-
curred when two grammies (half a drachmti) of uiate of potash
were dissolved in 500 granmmes of water; while hyd(krochlloric
acid rendered one portion turbidl, the otlher, wh1ic1h had been
mixed with alcohol, remained clear. Zininermann explains
this action of alcohol in preventinig the separation of uric aci(d
or water, by supposing that it acts as a solvent on part of the
soluble constituents of thle urinie, and that thus a greater quian-
tity of water is available for the solution of the ulrates.
The influence of saline substances on tlhe separation of the

urates is small in proportion as the temperature is hiMa. Zim-
mermarin finds oxalate of lime in the amorphous lateritionis
sediment, before the formiiation of uric acid has commenwed;
and the oxalates increase enormously as the uric acid appears.
Hence he concludes that the free acid which is formed is
oxalic acid. He believes that just so muchl oxalic acid is
formed as corresponds to the lime present; for in the fluid
filtered from urine which has deposited a sediment, no oxalic
acid is perceptible.

It has to be ascertained (and for thi's purpose Zimmermann
proposes a solution of carbonate of lime) whether, by the addi-
tion of a neutral salt of lime to urine which has deposited a
sedimeut of crystals of oxalate of lime and uric acid, the uric
acid which is present can be gradually oxidised into oxalic acid;
and, further, what are the changes throuLgh which uric acid
passes, when it is changed into oxalic acid in calcareous saline
waters, whether the lime plays an important part, or wlhether
uric acid, combined with other bases, can become oxalic acid in
distilled water. The frequent absence of the oxalate of lime in
the sediment Zimmermann regards as no proof that his view is
incorrect; because, 1. He has not detected it, even when he
formed a sediment in inrine with oxalic acid: 2. Urate of lime
may sometimes he wantig: 3. Circumstances may prevent the
crystallisation of the oxalate of lime.
The formation of a sediment has importance in regard to the

crises of disease. Zimmermann asserts that only the critical
unne is liable to fermentation, while ordinary urine is not so.

If the urine is rendered slightly turbid by the addition of a
large quantity ofacid, it contains at least 4-33 per cent. of uric acid;
if it becomes very turbid, it contains At least 8 per cent. The pre-
cipitation of uric acid from urine rich in this acid can be pre-
vented by the addition of certain materials, as alcohol, as well
as by matters peculiar to the urine. The disturbance of the
urine by hydrochloric acid does not correspond with the spon-
taneous formation of a sediment; the urine of a patient with
pneumonia, containing 1-4 per cent. of uric acid, became very
thick on the addition of hydrochloric acid, but deposited no
sediment, even after it had been allowed to remain in the cold
all night.
Zimmermann further speaks against the idea that urea is

formed from uric acid, or rather that uric acid is a necessary
preliminar stage of urea, and that, by a somewhat higher
oxidstion of the albuminous tissues, it is cbanged into urea.
-lke othr, he does not undertand how, even in diseases
-_o se respiration is impeded, there sbould not be suffi-

cient oxygen to fuly oxidate the smal quantity of uria#d
into urea

In relation to the connexion betweeni the function of the
spleen, and the formation of uric acid (which has been rendered
probable by Scherer's discovery of uliC acid anid hypoxanthin in
the spleen), Zimmermann observes. that, according to his ob-
servations of ague cases, the formation of uric acid is smaller
in them than in persons with healtlhy spleenis (as in cases of
pneuinonia); and fturtlher, that in intermittent fever the quan-
tity of uric acid increases after the paroxysm has been cut short.
Both these facts speak in favour of the action of the spleen in
in the formationi of uric acid. The quantity of uric acid also
diminishes in relapses, wlhen the splenic tuimour or other an-
toinical changes in the spleeni appear. To this view are opposed
many case-s of leucsefmia, ii wbhiehl at. least there is an increase
of the uric acid precipitate; thus Zimummermann cites a case
un(ler his care of lypeetroplhy of tlhe lheart anid spleen, with in-
duration and suppuiration of rany of the lymphatic glands, in
wlhielh lhe observedl a remarkable amnounit of sedimuenit ill colour-
less urine. (Pryger Jiertealjwrschrift, 18-5, vol. ii.)

FAT YN TIIE URINE.
METTENIEI3iEr. (Ar-chiv. fuir. wrissensch. le;lkusnde. vol. i,

sect. 3) hias observed fltid fat in the uirine in two cases wbere
the patients liuod for some tim, liecn taiking oleaginouLs medi-
cines. Very conspicuouis large drops off floated on the urine,
anti Mlettenheiner renioved spot- of fat oni paper. The first
case wa-s that of a man suff`erinm fromii cancer of the lung, with
gr-eat dyspnaea, who had been taking twice daily for several
(lays two tablesTpoonfuls of cod liver oil, witlh tinieture of iodine.
The subject of the seconid case was a wuoman aged 54, who was
suffering fromn a tumouir in the loins. Her unne was high
coloured, and contained albumen, blood-corpuscles, and pus-
Ilfbules; wlhen the fat appeared in the urine, she was using an
emulsion of hempseed, and rubbing in ointment. Metten-
heimer and another healthy man took in the evening several
oulnces of a fattv emulsion, butt observed no fat in their uriine in
the morning; tlie fluid was, however, higlh colouired, and turbid
with filue particles held in suspension, tlhe natture of which does
not appear to have been investigated. Cutaneous inunction in
no case produced fatty urinie. (P)agoet Xicrteljahrschrift, 1855,
Vol. i.)

ASSOCIATION NTEIQGENCE.

NOTICE REGARDING THE PAYMENT OF
SUBSCRIPTIONS.

The Laws declare-
FIST:-That on the 1st of Januar-y of each year, the annual

subscription of one guintea becomes due in advance.
SECONi):-That "if any member's subscription remain ttnpaid

twelve monlth. after it shaU become due, the AIED±CL JouaRAL
and other publications of the Society shall be withheld fron
such tetnber tiU his arrears be paid."

For a more extended notice on this subject, see p. 592 of the
JOURNAL for June 22nd.

JoHn ROSE ConnAcx, General Secretary.
37, Russell Square, June 23tb, 18-5$.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
NAME OF BRANCH. PLACE OF MEETINa. DATE.

BATIr AND BRISTOL Medical Librasy, Thurs.,JiyS
[Annual Meeting.] Orcbard St, Bristol. 12, 3 PX.

METROP. COUNTIES. Star and Garter Hotel, Tues., July
[Annual Meeting.] Richmond. 1 7, 3 p.x

SOUTH WESTERN. Devon and Exeter Fri., July 20,
[Annual Meeting.] Hospital, Exeter. 2.45 i.x.

BIRmIrNGHAM AND MID- Dee's Royal Hotel, Thurs., July
LAND COUNTIES. Birmiuigham. 26, 4P.m.
[Annual Meeting.]

SEoPSE. George Hotel, Friday, Aug.
[Annual Meeting.] Shrewsbury. 3, 1 P.M
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inm 8IONS REOEIVED:-SIXTH MONTHLY
ANNOUNCEMENT.

t fCIIOWidglists include all the annual subscriptions for

lW6r.cived by thie Treasurer and General Secretary during

The Treaurer's list contains 3 subscriptions, amounting to
A : 8:0.
The General Secretary's list contains 73 subscriptions,

mounting to £76:13:0. The amount actually received was
Is. The folowing deductions were made by Local Secre-

Jobn S. Bartrum, Esq., Sec. to Bath and Bristol
Branch (postages and circulars) .............. 0 2 0

Ellis Jones, Esq., Sec. for Liverpool (Post office
orders) .................................. 0 O6

£0 3 0

The letters prefixed to some of the names, indicate that the
payment was made throutgh a Local Secretary. Local Secre-
taries are indicated by special letters.

EXPLANATION OF REFERENCEIS.

b' ELLIS JONES, Esq., Secretary for 14yverpool.
h JOHN S. BARTRUM, Esq., Secretary to the Blath anti Bristol Braneh.
tO. H. RoPER, Esq., Secretary to the South Western Branch.

as H. ANXKESTER, Esq., SEecrctary for Leicestershire.

[Members of the Midland Branch are informed that Mr. LANKCESTER has
been appointed Secretary for Leicestershire in the room of Dr. ABARCLAY.]

TREASURER'S LIST: SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1855.

ENGLAND. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.
DEVONSHIRE. Kerr, W. C., M.D.

Bipnell, J. B., M.D. WORCESTERSHIRLE.
Marriott, Peter, Esq.

GENERAL SECRETARY'S LIST: SuBSCRIrTION-S FOIR 185;).
ENGLAND. Trotter, Charles, Esq.

BEDFORDSHIRE. GLOUCESTERISHIRE.
Williams, James, M.D. Brown, C. F., Esq.

CHESHIRE. Wilton, J. W., Esq.
bByerley, Isac, EFq. LANCASHIRE.
Maery, James, M.D. Black, Janmes, M.D.

COR'NWALL. Eden, Thomas, Esq.
Boisagon, Theodore, M.D. Lavery, Thomas, Esq.
tRerswill, Robert, Esq. bNeill, H., Esq.
tXKng, W. H., Esq. bPritchard, Henry, Esq.
Lawrence, J. Hodge, Esq. LEICESTERSHIRE.
iUttleton, Thomas, M.B. anCooper, A.. Esq.

CUtDERLAND. Fry, Augustin, Esq.
Irving, William, Esq. nInlrwin, W. C., l".).

DEVONSHIRE. nnMacaulay. Thomas, I,sq.
Appleton, Henry, Esq. nnMay, William, Esq.
tBamnes, Samuel, Esq. naPaget, E. II., Esq.
tBartlett, J. Bickford, Esq. nnPaget, Thomas, Esq.
t Burrough, Richard F., E!sq. nnShaw, George, M.D.
tCroker, J. G., M.D. MIDDLF.SEX.
Derry, John, ksq. Forbes, Sir John, M.D.
tDrake, Augsistus, M1.B. Sievekiug, Edward Henry, M.D.
t Elliott, W. II., M.D. Wallace, Richard, lsq.
t Gabriel, William, Esq. SOXERSETSIIIItE.
Gaye, Charles, Esq. hCburch, Willia,ii J., Fa.q.
Hallett, Charles, Fsq. hDnavies, W., M.).

t Harper, Thomas, Esq. hGodfiey, Race, Esq.
t Haydon, Nathaniel, Esq. hNormana, G., Esq.
t Hunter, Thoinas, Esq. hSoden, Jobih, Eaq.
tJames, J. Haddy, Esq. hTuustall, James, M.D.
t Kempe, Arthur, Esq. STAFFORDSHIRE.
t Kerswill, Samuel, Eaq. Walker, JGscph, Esq.
LAgworthv, Richard, Esq. SUSSEX.

t ackezie, Frederick, Esq. Elliott, lh, Esq.
Pollard, William, Esq., junr. WARWICKSHIRE.

t Roper, C. H., Esq. Morris, Heury. Esq.
t Shapter, T., M.D. Powell, I1., M.D.
t Square, W. J., Esq. WIL.TSHIRE.
Thompson, John, Esq. LhAdye, Arthnr, Esq.
Vidal, Horcec, Eaq. hKing, George, Esq.
SWaters, Allen, ESq. Washbourne, Thomas, Esq.
tWebb, Charles K., Esq. YORKSHIRE.
Whipple, John, asq. Ellis, Henry W. T., Esq.
Wright, Francis, M.D.

D1 RSAM. SCOTLAND.
Keenlyside, R. H, M.D. ABERDEENSHIRE.

Kilgour, Alexander, M.D.
JOHN RoSn CORXACK, General Secretary.

Lodon, July lot, 1855.

LANCASE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: ANNUAL
MEETING.

The Nineteenth Anniversuy of the Lancahire and Cheshire
Branch was held on Wednesday, June 27th, at the Medied
Hall, Mount Pleasant, Liverpool: JoszPH DrcmsoN, .D.,
F.RLS., President, in the Chair.
There were also present: James Black, M.D. (Bolton),

Retiring President; J. Burrows, Esq. (Liverpool); J. Byerley,
Esq. (Liverpool); D. Chalmers, Esq. (Liverpool); George
Dagliesh, Esq. (Wigan); George M. Davis, Esq. (Liverpool);
W. H. Duncan, M.D. (Liverpool); A. D. Dunstan, Esq. (Holmes
Chapel); Thomas Eden, Esq. (Liverpool); E. L. Falloon, Esq.
(Liverpool); W. H. Fitzpatrick, Esq. (Knotty Ash); F. D.
Fletcher, Esq. (Liverpool); Thos. Gaskell, Esq. (St. Helen's);
John Hatton, Esq. (Manchester); J. Henry, M.D. (Liverpool);
Thomas Hensman, Esq. (Liverpool); Henry Hulme, Esq.
(Liverpool); R. HIutchinson, Esq. (Liverpool); Thos. Inman,
M.D. (Liverpool); Ellis Jones, Esq. (Liverpool); E. Lyon,
M.D. (Manchester); P. Macintyre, M.D. (Liverpool); George
Mallett, Esq. (Bolton-le-Moors); Thos. Mather, Esq. (Ashtoa-
under-Lyne); J. R. Mitchell, M.D. (Liverpool); Daniel Noble,
M.D. (Manchester); J. Nottingham, M.D. (Liverpool); Edward
I'arke, Esq. (Liverpool); James F. Penniugtou, Esq. (Ashton-
le-Willows); Henry Prichard, Esq. (Fairfield); J. M. Robinson,
Esq. (Bolton-le-Moors); A. B. Steel, Esq. (Liverpool); H.
Swift, Esq. (Liverpool); R. Hibbert Taylor, M.D. (Liverpool);
James Turnbull, M.D. (Liverpool); A. T. Waters, Esq. (Liver.
pool); William White, Esq. (Liverpool); Henry Wilson, Esq.
(Runcorn); George Woollam, M.D. (Ashton-under-LyIne); G.
Wolstenholme, Esq. (Bolton-le-Moors).

ADDRESS OF REnRING PRESIDENT.
Dr. BLACK. on resigning the Presidency into the hands of

Dr. Dickinson, said-
The day has at last arrived for me to vacate this office, which

you were kind enough to throw upon me; and in doing so, it is
with some shame that I make the conifession of the unworthy
manner in which I lhave performed its duties, and of the short.
comings I have manifested in various respects. But this has not
altogether been owing to my own unwillingness; the exigencies
of the office did not seem to reqnire as much to be done, as
under other circumstances, might be required. I feel that the
situation las been a sinecure-a myth almost. The Society,
however, has my hearty and cordial wishes for its prosperity in
every branch; and I shall be very happy, at all times, to aid in
the promotion of its objects, and the interests of medical science
in general. I might, perhaps, have done something more in
aid of the agitation which has lately passed through the differ-
ent branches of the provinces; but we seem to have preserved
a very composed demeanour on the subject, though the waves
of agitation have been rollino a good deal around us, especially
the great Metropolitan wave, which threatened, at one time, to
swallow us up. [Laughter.] I trnst, however, that we shal
show ourselves all alive upon that and every other subject affect-
ing the position of the Provincial Association. With these few
prefatory remarks, I have great pleasure in resigning tbis office
into the hands of Dr. Dickinson, a gentleman who is well
known to all, as well in the spheres of science and literature as
of medicine. [Cheers.1 With these remarks, I beg to resign
the office into the hands of Dr. Dickinsonr. [Cheers.]

Dr. DICIUNsoN took the chair amid general applause, and
delivered the following address.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

GENTLEMEN,- Ishall not occupy your time, already too brief
for the full consideration of the numerous subjects to be
brought before you, nor tax your patience with an elaborate
review of the progress of medicine and surgery during the past
year. This I leave to abler heads, and a more befitting occa-
sion. I would wish, however, to draw your attention to a few
importarit points connected with our social position and future
prospects, as members of a profession which has ever bitherto
been distinguished, not less for its true philanthropy than for
its untiring zeal and devoted earnestness in the cause of
science. [Cheers] Yet before doing so, I would gratefully
tender you my best tbanks for the high honour you have been
pleased to confer upon me, and I crave your iDdulgence for my
inefficiency in the discharge of the presidential duties, with the
conviction that this is owing not to want of zeal, but of power.

It would be premature to express anything more than a hope
that at last we are in a fair way for gaining the much needed
andearnestly, though itmay be (inmode)iinjudiciouslyootended
for medial reform. [Cheerm.] It was but r ae to ewpet
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there so many intemets were involved, and o many oor.
b bodies were to be oonsulted, considerable difference

of opinion would be exped as to the best mode of carrying
out the aetails of the desiderated reform. [Hear, hear.] Yet
peldom has our noble profession come before the public in a
more bumiliating form than on this question. The selfish
jealousy of corporate bodies, and the interested exclusiveness
of bigotted cliquism have burst forth in opposition, where the
best interests of our profession, and of the public at large,
should have secured for the promotion of judicious reform at
least the forbearance, if not the active support, of every one
who had at heart the advancement of rnedical science, and the
well-being of the community. [Cheers.] It is but just, however,
to the Association to whlich we belong to state that the framers
of the Association Bill have evinced a freedom from prejudice
and selfishness, and an enlarged view of the real wants of the
profession, which demand our warmest approbation; the three
leading features being-" 1. Uniformity of qualification; 2.
Equal righit to practise tlhroughout the United Kingdom; 3.
Representative Councils for the governance of the profession."
It seems, therefore, our simple duty to give this Bill our
strenuous and united support. [Hear, hear.]
Your signatures will be requested for a petition to the I-louse

of Commons in favour of 'Naval MIedical Reform. The line of
conduct pursued by the Board of Adrniralty is not only opposedl
to the spirit, and it may be the letter, of a resolution passed by
the House of Commons con(demnatory of the past shameful
treatment of naval assist%nt-surgeons, and initended to elevate
their position, and secure to them gentlemanly treatmenit, and
freedom from insult; but it has also been marked in this
matter by a thorough and cruel disregard of the real interests
of the sailors themselves, by rendering the service intolerable
to well-educated and higli-minded inen, an(d by supplying their
places with half educated raw " dressers." [Cheers.] Tlhus does
the Board, as far as it can, lower the standard of inedical
science, and by tlhrowing obstacles in its way, imipede and re-
tard its progress. [Hear, hear.]
The medical students of the provinces, as well as of the ue-I

tropolis, have exerted themselves in a manner whlichl sliews how
deeply they feel that their future professional prospects are
darkened by this unjustifiable conduct of the Board; and we
are morally bound to aid them, not mnerely by our sympathy,
but with our purses, and all tlle influence. parliamentary or
of any other kind, that we can bring to bear on this important
question. [Hear, hear.]

Frequently and eloquently have the various forms and guises
of quackery been exposed and condemned at our several meet-
ings; but, Phoenix-like, it seems to rise up from its ashles after
each seeming destruction, and with renovated strength and
vigour commence its work of ruiin and misery on its hapless and
helpless victims. [Cheers.] Within the last few mionths this
Protean demon has again insinuated itself into our ranks,
seducing from their loyal allegiance to strict integrity of pur.
pose, and enlisting in its own service men wlhom we night once
have regarded with veneration and esteem. If the great body
of the profession were to imitate the example of these degene-
rate few, and, forsak-ing the paths of principle and honotur in
exchange for an ephemeral and false repuitation, shouldl join
the ignoble herd of impudent puflers and dishonest pretend jrrs
-were the editor of the " Guide to Living Medical Authors' to
sueceed in his undertaking, the science of medicine would(
thenceforth date its degradation, decline, and fall, and the
rewards of our profession would be given, not to the hiigh-
minded and patient observer of disease at the bed side, or
to the hard-working promoter of true medical science, but
to shallow advertising quacks aud ptfling charlatans. [Ap-
plamise.]
We may now leave this painful topic, and turn to a mnuch

more pleasing subject.
On Monday last, Royalty presided over the opening of the

Royal Medical Benevolent College, whiich is so far completed as
to be in a position to receive within its walls twenty pensioners,
and as many scholars. Most heartily do we congratulate the
benevolent fotnder and treasurer, as well as his generous sup-
porters in the accomplishment of this great undertaking.
Possibly there may be some here who are not fully acquainted
with this Institution, and I may briefly state that the College is
intended, first, to fumish an asylum for one hundred legally
qualified men, or their wdows, who have at least £15 a-year
each; secondly, to furish a superior education to the sons of
medical men at £25 a-year each, or about one- halfthe usual cost.
Many orphans will be entered as foundations scholars, and
edneated and maintained entirely at the expene of the Society;

thirdly, to hnkish a chapel for divine worhip. T.f
stone wa laid at Epsom, 1st December, 18S, and the bWld1ig
is now nearly complete, and out of debt. The annual exp
will, however, be about £2,O00. Shall we, can we, withhold our
support from such an Institution? [Hear, hear.] It would be
manifestly unjust to the officers of the Mledical Benevolent
Fund were we to pass over in silence, instead of bearing strong
testimony to, their uowearied aud unceasing exertions in doing
good to our less fortunate professional brethren, in the removal
or mitigation of those uuavoidable calamities and trials which
may, and sometimes do, attack even the most prudent, from
sudden prostrating sickness, from impaired energies of body,
decay of intellectual vigour, or those sudden reverses and
caprices of public opinion which cause so much misery, and the
alleviationt of wlhich is alike suggested by our sympathies as pro-
fessional brethiren, anid commauded by Christian love and duty.

It is now little more than twenty years (in 1832) since that
great and good man, Sir C. Hastings,

"Iuteger vite, scelerisque purus",

founded the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association. Its
principal objects were, and still are, thie collection of important
il)edical and surgical facts; the investigation of the varied
forms of disease; the advanicement of medical and surgi-
cal science; and last, but assuredlv not least, "the main.
teniance of the honour and respectability of the profession
generally, in the provinces, by promoting friendly inter-
course and free communication of its members, and by esta-
blishing among them the harmony and good feeling which
ouaht ever to chaiaceterise a liberal profession." [Cheers.] The
numerous and valuiable volum-es of 1'ransactions, and especially
the AssOCIATION JOURNAT.-the e(litillng and general direction of
which are above all praise, and for which wo cannot too much
thank Dr. Cormack [Cheers]-attest that the first objects have
never been lost sight of; anid the increasing high tone of pro-
fessional character, piniity, anid integrity of principle which in-
fluence and govern the niembers, and the candid and genial
cordiality wlich characterises our meetings, proves how much
we value the latter. [Cheers.] As succeedinig years roll on,
may it still, withi truth, be said of the Lancashire and Cheshire
Branch, as; well as of the l'arent Association, "iYires acquirit
eundo." [Appla tse.]

JRPOTRT OF THF COUNCIL.
Mr. JoiN HATTON, Honorar Secretary, read the following

Report:
"Trhe Council, in presenting thieir Annual Report, congratu-

late the members upon having arrived at their nineteenth anni-
versary celebration. They are induced to think that the useful-
ness of the Branchl has in no way fallen off, anid that the general
interest in its proceedings has not at all diniinished, judging
from the many members of the profession who continue within
its ranks.

" Your Council are aware that the time allotted to the annual
meetings is so limiited that the primary object of the Associa-
tioni-that of coniducing as much as possible to scientific pur-
poses, and to the com-munication of imutual information-has
not on all occasions been carried out to the extent that many
mieinbers may have thought desirable; nevertheless, they are

convinced that the annual ,atherings have been productive, not
only of much social enjoyment, but also improved professional
and friendly feeling amongst the members.
"In consequence of the annual meeting of the Parent Society

having been held in Manchester last year, it was deemed expe-
dient by a special meeting of the nmembers convened for general
purposes to postpone the anniversary celebration of the Branch;
but, as this proceeding has been attended with some inconve-
niences, the Council recommend that in future the usual meet-
ings of the Branch shall be hield, irrespective of the proceedings
of the Parent Society. They are induced to make this recom-
mendation, in consequence of so mnany subjects coming within
the range of the Branclh, which cannot be dealt with at the
general meetings of the Association.

" On the 21 st of March, 1854, a special meeting, attended by
twenty-eight members, was held in Manchester, to take into
consideration the relative merits of the two Medical Reform
Bills at the time before Parliament; and also to consider the
Vaccination Act as it stood, and the alterations which it might
be thought desirable should be made in this latter.

" A long discussion took place, which was fully reported in
the AssOCIATION JOURNAL for March 31, 1854. It was event-
ually resolved, ' That this Branch urge the Association to op-
pose the Bill of Mr. Brady, as tending to prejudice the succes
of a more comprehensive measure'.
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__m mtw proposed in fm * of Mr. Bradys Bill,
_, negatived by *a lage majority.

shiest of the vaccination Act, Mr. Hatton, Mr.
ad Mr. Richmond, were constituted three representa-

Sian frn this Branch to the joint Vaccination Committee of
XG Geneal Asoeiation.

, A memorial was afterwards agreed upon, and forwarded to
L Palmerston, urging him to support the Bill on Medical
nedom, as presented by the Provincial Medical and Sur-gical
AssODiation, or to introduce some other equally just and com-
rehensive measure.
"On the 19th of April, a special meeti:ig of the Council was

held, in ompliauce with a requisition from tihe Central Council
t Worcester, to appoint a delegate from this Brancth to attend

the conference to be held at the Royal College of P'hysicians in
london, April 25th, on the subject of Medical Reform.
" Your Council unanimously nominated bir. Hatton, the

Honorary Secretary, and resolved that the sum of five guineas
be voted to him for expenses.

" Mr. Jones, of Liverpool, kindly consented to accompany the
deputation, handsonmely defraying his own expenses.
"The conference, as tihe members are aware, was numerously

attended; but the discussion was of so desiiltory a natuire, that
nothing of a definite chiaracter can be recorded. The members
generally appeared to be agreed upou the four fundamental
principles of the Bill of the Association.
"The Council, in concltsioni, recommend that petitions be

forwarded to the House of Commons on the Medlical Rteform
question, and also on behalf of the naval surgeons.

"Finances. At the annual meeting. June 20)th, 1853, there
remained a balance in favoutr of the Branch of £3: 0: 11. Since
that time the amount received has been £15: 2: (, making a
total of £18: 3: 5. The expenses during the two years, includ-
ing circulars, postage, and reporters for special mreetings, aned
deputation to London, have been 21 : 10 :11, wlicil leaves a
balance due to the Secretary of £3: 16: 6.
" The Council did not think it niecessary to call for a subscrip-

tion in 1834, as the anniversary meeting was postponed, and
the outstandinig arrears being sufficient, if promptly paid, to
meet the deficit, and also to defray the current expeuDes.'

Dr. INMAN (Liverpool) proposedl, and Mr. WILSON (Runcorn)
seconded the adoption of the Report, which was carried.

VOTES OF THANKS TO ILETIRING OFFICERS.
Dr. LYON (Manchester) had considerable satisfaction in

moving a vote of thanks to the late President, and the other
gentlemen who had officiated during the past year in the ser-
vice of the Branch. He was sure they would have been glad, had
they been allowed, to have taken a more active part than had
been allotted to them. He (Dr. Lyon) congratulated himself
and the members generally, that Mr. Hatton, whIo had been
their Honorary Secretary for thirteen years, had again permitted
himself to be re-elected. [Cheers.] The resolution he wished
to propose was to the followiing effect:
" That the best thanks of this meeting be given to Dr. Black,

the late President, and the other members of the Council, for
their services during the past two years."

Mr. M. DAVIS (Liverpool) seconded the proposition, which
was carried by acclamation.

ELECTION Or OFFICERS AND PLACE OF MEETINXG FOR 1855-6.
Dr. BLACK, having briefly acknowledged the compliment paid

to the retiring officers, proposed-
"That D. Noble, M.D., of Manchester, be nominated the

President-elect; and Thomas Tnman, M.D., of Liverpool, and
George Dagliesh, Esq., of Wigan, the Vice-Presidents for the
ensuing year."
Mr. EDEN seconded the proposition, which was unanimously

adopted.
Dr. TtTRNBULL (Liverpool) proposed, Mr. FLETCHER (Liver-

pool) seconded, and it was carried-
" That Mr. Hatton, of Manebester, be re-elected Honorary

Becretary; and that the following gentlemen constitute the
Comucil for the ensuing year:-Samuel Crompton, Esq.; A. W.
DuMville, Esq.; Edmund Lyon, M.D.; Thomas Radford, M.D.;
Geoe Soutbam, Esq.; James Whitehead, M.D.-of Manches-
ter: Edward Batty, Esq.; G. Millett Davis, Esq.; W. H. Dun-
-am, M.D.; Thomas Inman, M.D.; Ellis Jones, Esq.; P. Mac-
kuyre, M.D.-of Liverpool: Alfred Aspland, Esq., of Dukin-
kld; George DNgliesh, Esq., of Wigan; A. D. Dunstan, Esq.,
Wf olmes Chspel; Henry Halyard, Esq., of Oldbam; J. A.
Pearson, Esq., of Much Woolton; J. M. Robinson, Esq, of

Boltn; John Shap, Esq., of Waningto; E. Wats, MID,
of Cheter."

It was resolved, on the proposition of Mr. HArrow, seconded
by Mr. WATERS, that the next General Anniversary of the
Branch should be held in Manchester.

THE ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.
Dr TURNBULL moved-
"lbThat this meetiug hails with sincere congratulation and

sympathy the success of Mr. Propert's scheme of a Medical
Benievolent College, now onI the eve of a happy realisation."
No one could feel a greater pleasure than himself (Dr.

Turnbull) that a project which promised so much for the social,
educational, and scientific prosperity of the profession, was in
thle way of realisation. He knew the gentleman through whose
instrumiientality this result had been brouglht about; and if' there
was a mati in the world born with a zeal that could not be
quenched, that man was Mr. Propert. His experience proved
how muclh might be done by one individual whio had fairly
platcecl his mind oin the accomplishment of a certaini scheme.
[ Hear, hear.1

Mr. A. B. STE,EL,rE seconded the proposition, which was carried
unanimously.

NAVAL MEDICAL REFORM.
Mr. HArToN, tile Honorary Secretary, read a petition to the

legislature., seeking for refutoml in the Medical Naval Service.
[Thie foriri ot pctition was the samiie as has already been

ptlblishied in thiS JOURNAL.]
Mr. FITzPATnICK (Knotty Ashl) moved that the petition be

adopted.
Mlr. 13URROWs (Liverpool) seconded the motion.
Dr. BLACK observed, tiat the statement in the petitioni, to the

effect that the ratik of as;sistant-snrgeon in the navy was not
equal to that in the arlmyv, was iticorTect: they were precisely the
same.

Mlr. FITZPATRIcK remarlked, that the rank in bothl Branches
of the service w*as nominlly the saame; but in one sense the
office of naval siureon was inferior, inasmuch as he had to
mesi with tlhe midlshipmen anid mates, while an armv surgeon
messed with the lieutenants.

Dr. LyoN. The rank is technically the same, but the posi-
tion is very inferior.

Mr. FITZPATRIICK thiought reference should be made in the
petition to the vote whicil pased in the House of Commons in
1849, by a large majority, on thle motion of Captain Boldero,
to the effect that, where practicable, separate cabins should be
provided for navy sur-geons. That resolution had never been
acted upon.

Br. BLACK observed, further, that the Admiralty laboured
under this difficulty, that if they provided special cabins and
ward-room accommodation for the surgeons, they would have
to do the same for the mates, whlo were the aristocracy of the
navy, ranking as lieutenants in the army.

After some further conversation, the petition was adopted.
MEDICAT. REFORM.

Mr. HATTON read a letter wihich he had received from Sir
Charles Ilastings, on the subject of medical reform. Accom-
panying the letter was a form of petition, praying the
House to support the Bill prepared by the Committee of the
Association. The clerk had omitted to prepare a fair copy of
the petition, and the draft copy received from Sir Charles
Hastings had been mislaid. As, however, the Bill had been
published in the JOURNAL, and as it was really the Bill
of the Association, and had received the weighty support of Sir
Charles Hastings, the meeting might pass a resolution in its
favour.

Dr. No'BLE thought it would be irregular to adopt a petition
which was not before them, praying the House to support a
Bill the provisions of which were not before them. He moved-

" That a petition be presented to both Houses of Parliament
from this Branch, in favour of some comprehensive measure of
medical legislation, that shall carry out the great principles
which have always been ennnciated by the Parent Association;
and that the President and Secretary of the Branch be anthor-
ised to draw up the petition, and sign the same on behalf of the
Branch."

[On Thursday morning, when most of the tumber toas made
up for prens, we received a continuation of the above #epot,
equal to four or five columns. Our arrangements were too flr
advanced to admit of our introducing so mueh ew matter; ed
there was not time to cosdewu it within reasonable ifit. In
net mber the eeu1 shaU appear. EDrTOiL]
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MONMOUTHSHIRE AND SOUTH WALES BRANCH:
ANNIVERSARY MEETING.

The fourth Anniverswy Meeting of this Branch was held at
Abergavenny, on Thursday, the 28th of June, 1855: ELYES Y.
STzzLE, Esq., President, in the Chair.

There were also present: E. Batt, Esq. (Abergavenny); G. 0.
Bird, M.D. (Swansea); - Bowen, M.D. (Talgarth); H. G. Bull,
M.D. (Hereford); N. Coats, Esq. (Sirhowy); T. J. Dyke, Esq.
(MerthyrTydvil); W. T. Edwards,M.D.(Cardiff); J. Essex,Esq.
(Pontvpool); J. Hiinton, Esq. (Blaina Iron Works); C. Lingen,
M.D. (Hereford); W. H. Michael, Esq. (Swansea); II. J. Paine,
Esq. (Cardiff); H1. LI. Prichard, Esq. (Tir Caradoc); W. Prichard,
Esq. (Bridgend); J. Probert, Esq. (iMerthyr Tvdil); J. Russell,
Esq. (Merthyr Tydvil); C. E. Sloper, Esq. (Tredegar); J.
Smythe, Esq. (Abergavenny); S. H. Steele, MB11. (Abergavenniv);
J. L. White, Esq. (Dowlais); J. Williams, Esq. (Pontypool).
Several gentlemen also were present as visitors.

After a sumptuous dijealner at the hiouse of the President,
the members and their friends adjourned at half past two to the
Town Hall.
The retiring President, J. L. WHITEr, Esq., took the clhair, and

resigned it to EI.3lES Y. STEELE, Esq., 1'resident-Elect, wvho
delivered the following address.

ADDRESS OF TIIE PIRFSIDENT.
GENTLEMEN,-ly first duty is to tlaiik you for the lhonour

so unex.-pectedly confcrred upon me; and although fully per-
suaded that my own individuial nmerits lave lhad but little to do
with the gutidance of your clhoice, I cannot but acknowledge
a feeling of professional pride on finding ml'yself tappointed to
the temporarv post of comnmander-in-clhief over a division whlose
rank and file are many of theiii inferior neitlher in useftiluness,
in practical wisdomii, nior in miiental cultivation, to those great
men wbose names dignify our sacred calling in aniy part of our
own or of other lands. For justification in my own sight, I
have inquired of myself by what title I may be able to assuime
for one year the presidency of the M1onmouthvs-ire and Soutlh
Wales Branch of our Association; and. although I cannot trace
it to those claims nbich might belong to the originator of .a
discovery in science, or to the successful cultivator of mledical
literature, I yet conceive that the manl w*ho, for llpwar(ls of
twenty years, has devoted his entire energies to the careful
fulfilment of the duties of ouir ardulou-s profession, neither
neglectful, on the one hand, of the welfare of tlo,e confided
to his care, nor unmindfull, on the other, of the honour due to
each one of his fellow-labourers in the same field, is not wholly
unworthy of accepting the temporary trust you have committed
to myhands. Be this as it may; be your choice in this in-
stance mistaken or otherwise, I must perforce, at this stagc of
our proccedings, exclaim with the Roman, "Jacta est alea", and
therefore I trust myself to your tender miercies, and bid you
welcome to Abergavenny, in the hope that witlh youir indulgent
assistance I may perform the (luties of my presenit station with-
out discredit to yourselves or to me.
I much regret the scantiness of acconmnmodation aTlorded in

our little towii, whlich is unlfortuIIately mlloIre thaln iU aughlt else
remark-able for the lack of thiose conveniences andl adorunments
that art and inidustry bestow on more favoured localities, anid
must therefore impress you witlh an unfavotirable, view of the
taste and public spirit of its inhlabitants, more especially wlhen
our dinginess is contrasted with the striking beauties of the
surrounding scene, than which few, if aniy, fairer may be met
with in our own, or perhaps in any other country. Nature's
choicest handiwork may here be traced o'er hill and dale in
ever varying ever graceful lines; and thotugh our town fall short,
as I fear it must, of even your most indulgent aniticipations,
I can promise those amongst you who may feel tempted to
linger in the recesses of our mountains, that an ample recom-
pense awaits them, and that the pleasureable impressions
gathered in such rambles will not soon be effaced.

I must, in this place, express to you my regret at the v-ery
limited niumber of our associates in this inimed'ate district to
share with me in the pleasant task of providina for the enter-
tainment of this meeting. I must be answerable for any short-
comings you may have to observe in the arrangements, except
in one particular, upon which I have consulted the wishes of
the members in the district. I refer to the number and quality,
of the guests whom I have invited to meet you this evening.
On this point my coadjutors have been individnally consulted,
and are ready, no doubt, to take their share of any responsi-
bility that may attach to ns. One who might have afforded me
much assistance is now no more; and fain would I attempt, in
tam suited to the merits of the man, to pay tribute to the

memory ofmy lamented friend and fellow.labonmrMr.FrOdsrii
Batt, whose untimely death has been, and will long be, depy
regretted by a large circle of sincere and admiring friend*. Few
can speak with higher authority than it is my privilege now to
do, of his many excellent qualities of mind and heart; for
throughout a period of nearly twenty years we were competitors
without rivalry, and maintained an undeviating friendship,
founded on mutual esteem and fortified by an untiring recipro-
cation of good offices. Wouild that he were now in the midst
of us to contribute, as he would have so gladly and efficiently
done, to the harmony and to the social enjoyment of this our
annual gathering!
Too many more of our small band halve been thus taken from

the midst of us during the year now, like themselves, passed
away for ever. In this sad list I would specially name Mr.
Lewis of Cardiff, w1r) so recently presided with so much tact
antd good fellowship over a most agreeable meeting provided
for uos lby our hospitable associates in that thriving locality.
HIe has lately departed fuill of years, but in a yet green old age,
which seenmed to us to promise that he might maniy a time yet
be permitted to grace ouir meetings, with his gerntlemanly pre-
sence, and ably to guide the flow of social mirth at our festive
board. There is much of sadness in this retrospect. gentlemen;
but wbilst we lament, as worthy comiira(les mav, the absence of

I those whom no mortal voice may recall amongst us, as philoso-
plhers let us seek to profit by their example, and as Christians
prepare to meet the no less certain fatte which sooner or later
awaits us all.
From otlher causes, many of our associates are uinavoidEably

absent thlis dav. But to you, our friends and fellow labourers,
wlho have niot thoug-ht it too troublesome or unpromising a task
to seek in this distant and unimportant place to promote the
oljects for wlich we are handed together, I must express, in
the nanme of our small btht ancient town, our best thanks for
the honour thus conferred upon us; and this brings me to con-
sider that it may not be out of place to pass succinctly under
review the origin, the progress, and the prospects of that
parent Association, of whlich we form one of the latest offshoots.
When we reflect on the extraordinary condition of our medico-
political statuis in this country, a system tlhat, I will venture to
,ay, is> not to be matched in any part of the globe for the ano-
mailies and iniconsistencies whiich characterise its internal
economy more especially, but also, in no slight degree, its rela-
tions with other parts of the social macihine; when we consider
the many hindrances to our obtaining, as a body, that credit
and consideration at the hands of the "Public, which are partly
due to our usefulness aud to our relative position in the scale
of huuaan enlightenmenit; when we dwell upon the absurdities
arising out of our diversity of qualification, our conflicting array
of universities, colleges, and so forth; and, not least, the total
absence, practically, of aniy protection to our dearly bought
rights and privileges, and the resulting warfare waged against
us by that giant abuse quackery, whose name might well te
legion; when, I say, we consider these things on the one part,
and on the other, our utter helplessness as mere individuals to
strug-gle single-handed against the many evils incident to our
luckless station in life, the need of our forming some bond of
union amongst ourselves, and of our instituting some code of
laws for our internal government, forces itself upon the minds
of all those of us who, following the same calling and subject
to the same influiences, are not insensible to the mutual claims
and privileges of our common brotlherhood.
To this end was the Provincial Medical and Surgical Asso-

ciation instituted upwards of twenty years since, and its pro-
fessed objects were to promote a hiigh and gentlemanly tone of
feeling amongst us; to cultivate a good understanding between
us as fellow-labourers in the same field; to facilitate the inter-
change of thought and observation on the varied subjects of
medical science, and to bring to bear those powers of resistanqe,
alone afforded by an united phalanx, against the assaults of
outer ignorance and illwill. If this great effort has not bee
hitherto successful, or rather, I would say, if it has failed
to secure the full amount of result aimed at by its originator,
at least it has gone farther on the road to success than any
previous attempt of the same kind; and enough has been done
to show that if we will but earnestly set about the good worl4
no obstacles may resist our united strengtb, and an honest per.
severance in so just and bonourable a cause will ultimately
secure for us a safe and dignified position. What, then, bave
been the elements of obstruction in our career, wbat the cause
of that slnggish flow of the stream which, starting from a puss
source, ought to have gathered strength as it flowed on, and
attained at this time to the volume and force of a mighty river?
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As As t. maswal worl we traes everwhs the ortOnof
om _1nlawso,namely, those of growth and decay, upon the

m balanc of which may be said to depend the perfection
of al thips, so m matt appertaining to human polity shall
welud,that upon the due eqpse ofsimilarantagonistic forces
wl depend thie prosperi of all our undertaings. Conserv-
mdi, iu the srict sense of the term, holds no plae in nature
or in art. If we stop the growth of a plant, or the development
of a soca influence, from that moment, in either case, we lay
Ah foundation of a more or less rapid decay, as most surely,
on the other hand, we disfigure and distort the object of our
hjudieious culture, when we attempt to force its progress
beyond the naturl limits permitted by its organisation. Now,
it appears to me, that our Association has suffered from the
lternate overbalance of each of these forces. If we look back
upon the condition to which it had arrived about five years ago,
we shall be able to trace the unmistakeable signs of a decay
aiig out of that lethargy, that languor of circulation due to
the subsidence of vital stimulus. The poor thing-meetings,
Tramaction, JOURNAL, and all-was exhibiting signs of inani-
tion; and it had become high time for the infusion of new
blood to reinvigorate its languishing powers and rouse it out of
a wellnigh fatal collapse. Unfortunately, as it appears to me, our
well-meaning regenerators have handled the patient somewhat
roughly, and, by plying the piston rod with a too vigorous zeal,
have run some risk of overwhelming the powers it was their
object to reanimate. Hence those discords which have startled
our associates, during the years last past, and led some of us to
fear lest the goodly fabric should crumble down ere it had
reached the completion of another lustrum.
The provincial character of our institution has been taken

away; from the fons et origo of its birth, the stream has been di-
verted towards that central Euxine, whose capacious maw seems
extended to swallow up our fatherland altogether; its baptismal
name has been trarisformed, our publications have been removed
to a metropolitan press, and our secretary now dates bis letters
no longer from Worcester, no longer even from Putney. The
whilom obedient and admiring offspring of an anxious and
devoted parent, listens no longer to the warning voice of Sir C.
Hastings, and the Local Council is hardly more than a name.
Now, far be it from me to pretend that these changes are
uncalled for, or wholly unproductive.
Far be it from me to assert that the principle of catholicity

can be carried too far in matters of science, or to dispute the
good that may have resulted from the admission of some great
names to our list, and of more learned and higher-toned
articles to our JouvNAi I lay claim to no superiority of judg-
ment on these disputed points; and, for my part, I should be
disposed to concur in any change that offered even a shadow of
improvement either to the tone of our literary compositions, or
to our corporate dignity and virtue, provided such changes were
wrought out by the influence of that truth speaking and fair
dealing candour wbich needeth not the aid of party spirit, or of
warlike tactics, but is content to ground its claims upon justice
to all, ignoring neither the natural influences of early associa-
tions, nor the clearly expressed wishes, prejudices though they
may sometimes seem to be, of large minorities.

I would that the first and most important aim of such an
Association as this were never lost sight of by those whose talents
mark them out for leaders in our philosoplhical arena, a stage
whereon, as it appears to me, the peaceful mantle of Minerva
should never be permitted to give place to the mailed garb of
Bellona, the'cries ofdiscord neverto drown the soft and generous
voice of philanthropy. I would that, in all publications issued
under our corporate sanction, the temptation to smart writing
and polemical disputation were kept under whenever calculated
to wound our brotherly love; and that whilst attempting to
exhibit the bright lights of science, we should ever endeavour
to feed our lamp with the oil of mutual forbearance and goodwill.
Let us strive to run the race we have set before us with vigour.
Let us aim at a career not less brilliant than useful; but ten
times rather let our motto be " Festina knt#," than that we
should for the sake of a brightly burning fuse, run the risk of
hoisting us all into the air with our own petard.

I trust you will believe me, gentlemen, that I intend in
making the preceding observations to cast no imputation upon
the motives of those of either or any party amongst us, who
may have been instrumental in loosening the pleasant bonds of
our united fraternity. I would only chide with a gentle and
warning voice the, as it appears to me, too ardent zeal of some
of our members, whose desire to hasten on the growth unto
perfetion of what is yet but a tender plant leads them, as

I fea1,to e m the boun of a wise an whole.

Let me now say a few words of the condition and p
of our more immediate domain. The growth of the Monmout
shire and South Wales Branch numbe as yet but four summer,
and in proportion to the medical population embraced within
its boundanes it has made fair progress. Our losses by deser-
tion have been few, and are largely overbalanced by the number
of our recruits. I think we may with some degree of pride
assert that in our number are comprised a very large proportion
of hard working men, eminent for their scientific attainments,
and more especially for that practical proficiency which is only
obtainable by the aid of extensive experience, and is best
ripened by self-reliance under the compulsory teaching of
individual responsibility. I think it were difficult to find in the
whole breadth of these dominions, many better surgeons than
are to be found daily ministering at the ironworks of this dis-
trict, to the relief of the sufferers from accidents more for-
midable than any that occur in the battle-field. Their names
may be unknown to the Brodies of London, or the Symes of the
modern Athens, but in the practical results of their labours
they may lay fair claim to be ranked amongst the best operative
or conservative surgeons of any land. I cannot help here
alluding with much regret to a misunderstanding which has
within the last few months occurred between two of our
Associates, whose well-earned reputation has assuredly placed
them in the high rank to which I have just paid the humble
tribute of my praise. As the circumstances attending the
unfortunate dispute have been already investigated by our
Medico-Ethical Committee, I would not venture, nor would it
become me to say one word more upon the matter than is
sufficient to express my regret that a cloud should have
intervened between two memubers of our common profession,
whose talents and great experience do honour to us as well as to
themselves. Let us hope, gentlemen, that in future years, as
time and the opportunities afforded by such meetings as this
bring us better acquainted with one another, we may learn
more fully not only to appreciate the abilities of our fellow-
labourers, but also to exhibit a more and more perfect example
of mutual forbearance, of self-denial, and of genierosity. As indi-
viduals, there are few of us that, in the midst of the many
trials and hardships of a life devoted to a too often ill-requited
toil, may not have found some reward in the gratitude of our
patients, some consolation and encouragement in the just appre-
ciation of our services by our fellow-men, but as a body we may
fairly say, that the world knoweth us not, and that in our col-
lective state, we fall very far short of obtaining that meed of
consideration which is justly due to our great service in the
cause of humanity. As men, we may have store of personal
friends, but as a profession, we find none to lift up his voice
and do battle for us with our enemies. These are to be
met with everywhere. From the old woman in her cottage to the
titled lady in her Beigravian mansion, from the vendor of worm
powders in the market-place, to the magniloquent expounder of
no less absurd than startling novelties, all deem it fair to have
a fling at the regular doctor. Quackery, too often utder sheep's
clothing, rides rampant through the fold, and the bleating flock
run wild, let the shepherd warn as he may. We wonder that
some of even our own educated band should now and then fall
away from the restraints of the trtie Baconian philosoplhy, and
borrow the arts and devices of a meretricious and delusive
fancy. If we have our remedy for this deplorable evil, one
safeguard against the encroachments of presumptuous ignor-
ance, it is to be found in a closer union amongst ourselves, in
thatgathering ofourselvestogether under the gis oftruth,where
strong in our mutual support of each other, we may bid defiance
to the assaults of error, come in what garb it may. Firmly
believing that nothing but good can come out of our attempt to
bind the loose sticks into one bundle, so long as we carry out
that attempt in honesty and good faith, I say, God speed to
onr Branch of the Association! May it so gain in strength and
in prosperity with each succeeding year, that it may finally
gather under its wiDgs every worthy son of Esculapius who may
have pitched his tent within our district!

I bave assumed, gentlemen, tbat, by common consent, you
would expect that a part, at least, of this annual address be
devoted to some subject more immediately bearing upon the
theory and practice of our craft; and, accordingly, I have cast
about me for the materials of such portion of the discourse
which falls to my share this day. In the absence of any special
thesis worthy of being listened to by an audience comprising
many my superiors, both in literary and in scientific attain-
ments, I had thought that a retrospective glance at the pro-
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at mediene and srgery duing the past yer might
rd me a natural gleaning ground; but on reflecting that a

rechA.q of viands, provided by abler hands than mine, and
Iarady pieed within your reach in the shape of yearly and
h yearly abstraots, would, if condensed, be deprived of its in-
terest, ad if sufficiently comprehensive, occupy too much of
your time, I have determined upon adopting another course;
and I am led thereto by the idea that as what most interests the
speaker will generally give greatest satisfaction to his audience,
it might not be uninteresting to lay before you some of those
points which have appeared to me, during the past twelvemonth,
most worthy of observation in connexion with each branch of
general practice. This plan will enable me, without too much
pretence of originality, to slubmit to your better judgment the
results of my individual observation, and I slhall do so in the
hope that however trifling be their intrinsic value, they may,
nevertheless, interest you in some degree, as the reflection of
those impressions produced on my mind by appearances and
circumstances, only differing in slhade or degree from those
which must have occupied your attention during the same
period.

I. MEDICINE. I would first draw your attention to wbat
has been the remarkable character of the period: I al-
lude to the stream of epidemics which has, as it were,
flooded this district for so many months; and as each one
of this class of diseases has had some peculiar feature impressed
upon it by the season, it may be not unwise to give a short
sketch of these characters in this serial order, presuming that
during the period referred to, a generally low temperature has
prevailed, accompanied with a remarkably long continuance of
easterly winds, and as a consequience, an almost entire absence
of rain, a cloudless summer, followed by a short autumn, and a
winter hardly equalled within the memory of man for severity.
The barometrical range has been extensive, and its average

height considerable; whilst the thermometrical range has been
comparatively more limited, and its mean average much lower
than usual.

Cholera Asiatica-the scourge so misnamed-has never yet
settled as an epidemic in this immediate neighbourhood; and
sathough it has raged so severely within the Monmonthshire
Basin, none but rare cases, and those either imported or spo.
radic in their character, have appeared within my limits: hence
I have had no practical experience of its history since the first
outbreak of 18:32-3. It would appear, however, from the more
recent data at our command, that no great advances have since
that time been made in arriving at a satisfactory decision as to
its origin, or the most effectual mode of treatment, and that for
the latter, until some brighter light be afforded to us, we must
be content to fall back upon the dictates of common sense,
rather than to put faith in any of the numberless suggestions
wbich have from time to time appeared, based on the old, though
not always safe, aphorism, "1 diro malo dirumn remediumn."

Small Pox. No case of this malady has come under my
notice during the year. I attribute this immunity mainly to so
much of its pabulum having been exhausted during the previous
three or four years, when it gleaned out, as it were, all the sub-
jects most liable to its influence.

Typhoid Fever. This may be said to be our peculiar epide-
mic; for no season passes by without our being visited by it,
more or less severely. Certain parts of thjis town, more par-
ticularly where the house drainage is imperfect, or where the
habits of the inmates are impure, scarcely ever remains entirely
free from it; but there are also certain districts in the surround-
ing country equally prone to its influence, and amongst these,
the hill sides to the south-westward are always severely dealt
with at snch times, and the indwellers of isolated cottages, ap-
parently far removed from the supposed exciting causes of the
disease, are too frequently victims, to its ravages. It made its
appearance in the early part of 1854, and WAS most rife during
the months of March, April, and May of that year, at which time
it was frequently associated with asthenic pneumonia, and almost
invariably with more or less of a tendency to herpetic eruption,
especially that form commonly known as lerpes labialis. In
the early stage of these cases, tartar emetic, in free doses, con-
joined with large quantities of ammonia, and speedily followed
bysome more permanent tonic, proved to be a successful mode of
treatment. Blisters were very useful in controlling the pain
generally, associated with the pulmonary lesion. This epide-
mie disappeared in the course of the summer (the autumn and
winter months being unusually free from it), to reappear, only
in a milder form, about the early part of this year. This latter
outbreak was not attended with the pneumonic symptoms, but
the ual intestinal compfications were rarely absent. I have

no data to lay beore you s ptibbef affording clu to tbes
modifieations in the form of th diea

SCarGIuai began to make its appearanoe in Marob 186, but
its princpal development took plae at about the period of th
decline of typhoid fever. Though not of that varety which has
received the name of scarlatina maligua, it was very wild in its
onset, of a highly inflammatory type, with severe cynanchies
and not seldom alarming cerebral symptoms, and in many in-
stances followed by the renal anasarca, so distinctive of the de-
clining stage of the disease. After subsiding during the
autumn months, it reappeared at the close of winter, and has
continued through the spring; but in the latter period of its
stage, it has been milder generally in its features, scarcely ever
followed by dropsy, and remarkable for a tendency to produce
almost total deafness; this latter symptom sometimes persist-
ing for some weeks after the subsidence of the fever. It might
be interesting to inquire how it happened that during the sum-
mer heats the malady was so frequently followed by renal con-
gestion, whereas during the winter and spring, when such a
sequela migbt naturally have been expected, there was a pecu-
liar freedom from the complication. The peculiarities of treat-
ment were not such as to merit any special notice from me.

Measles appeared amongst us early in the present autumn,
after a sojourn of some months witlin the limits of the lime-
stone basin, wbhich crops out to tho south and west of us; from
the edge of that basin, the epidemic descended into our valley,
and step by step invaded us like a cloud, wbich, passing over
us, spread itself into Herefordshire, having attained its full
force here in March and April, gradually subsiding in May of
this year, aud only leaving us when it had apparently exhausted
the material for its display; for scarcely a family in the neigh-
bourhood has escaped the visitation; fortunately, the disease
has been of a mild type. The only two fatal cases which have
come under my notice were clearly traceable to exposure during
a severe March wind, in both instances producing double pneu-
monia; the sufferers were children of tender years. The re.
markable features of this epidemic of rubeola, were, first, that
a very large comparative proportion of its subjects were adults
from 20 to 50 years of age, many being clearly establislhed in-
stances of recurrent measles: secondly, that the usually fre-
quent complication of conjunctival ophthalmia was absent, and
beyond a trifling and very temporary suffusion of the mucous
membrane, no troublesome affection of the eyes presented
itself to my notice. The eruption was in most cases very free
and vivid. I have no remarks to make upon the treatment, the
simplest kind proving generally sufficient.
Hooping-Cough made its appearance in the town and neigh-

bourhood during the summer and autumn of 18a4; but, al-
though very generally spread about us, I never remember to
have seen this usually obstinate and distressing disease of so

mild a character, and so readily subsiding under the exhibition
of simple remedies.

Catarrhal Fever, though not entirely absent as an epidemic,
has been of rarer occurrence than is usual with us, notwith-
standing the intense cold which prevailed for so many weeks.
I attribute the mildness of this and the two preceding diseases
to the unusually dry state of the atmosphere.

Erysipelatous Ferer, oni the other hand, was very prevalent
with us during the autumn and winter montbs. I more than
once bad four or five cases under treatment at the same time,
these being dotted about here and there. In several, the
cerebral symptoms became rather alarming; in one, there was
severe neuralgia of the scalp and twitching of the facial
muscles; in the greater number, there was impairment of hear-
ing, more or less pronounced. As a local application to check
the spread of the eruption and the formation of vesicles, I have
found nothing answer so well as a solution of lunar caustic,
thirty grains to the ounce. As an internal remedy in most
cases, early recourse was had to quinine, large doses of wbich
were borne well, and gave me great satisfaction. No case
under this treatment proved fatal.
Rheumatic Fever occurred at intervals, in suficient fre-

quency to warranit its being classed amongst the epidemics of
the season; but, upon the whole, I did not find in my own prac-
tice that either in severity, in number, or in the relative liability
to cardiac complication, these cases presented any features to
distinguish them from what ordinarily prevails in other sea-
sons, when acute rheumatism occurs in an epidemic form.
BOILS AND CARBUNCLES. I now come to diseases more stricy

called cutaneous, and not generally included amongst ep-
demics, but whose remarkable prevalence during tbe entire
period of my present retrospceet places them distinctly in this
category. Of these, one of the most remarkable is what bW
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_smW ly ehil the .1~srinwu.id Di_..... AneDtraou.
_uy teademey to the prdustiof£ boils and carbuncls lis

_ y notled throughout the country, attaeing alike
edand t young,the tender and the robust; ushered in

ud aoe dogr of mild febrile action, and attended by an
esthomie state of the system, which, when the sufferers, as
esmetimes happened, attributed their condition to overfulness
et habit, and erroneously treatd themselves accordingly, rpidly
kought on considerable prostration of the vital powers. A
mid alterative course, confirmed or speedily followed by a
oic treatment and a generous diet, appeared to me to be the
approprate and most successful method of meeting this often
thought trifling, but really troublesome, if not severe malady.
Puwpura Hesorrhagica occumd last autumn in a suffieient

number of simultaneous instances to warrant my considering
its advent as epidemic. Two or three of these cases were very
severe, and characterised-1, by the appearance of minute
petechiat over the arms and legs principally, but also over tlhe
trunk; 2, by the presence of extensive bruise marks, in patches
of several inches diameter; 3, a spongy state of the gums, with
tumidity of the mucous membranes generally; 4, haimorrhage,
often of an alarming kind, from the nose, tlle lips, the bronlchi,
the intestinal surface, the tips of the fingers, and even the verge
of the anus. There were patches at somiie of these bleeding
points, of a black colour. In every case, the condition was
adynamic. The treatment I pursued was restoiative. The
most important medicines were turpentine, the imiineral acids,
and quinine, with or without the salts of iron. The appear-
ances in the above inentioned cases were closely similar to
those presented by scurvy; but the origin was clearly different,
inasmuch as no lack of e-egetable or other nieedfiul anti-
scorbutic aliment could be traced as the element of piroduietion.
In my opinion-and I believe it is by no means a singular
one-the two affections are identical in everything hut their
origin.
Herpes of the two varieties-zoster and phltyetenodles-lias also

prevailed. One case of this latter, which presented vesicles
of a size comparable to that of the hulle of pemphigus, but,
unlike these, occurring all over the body in patches, having a
slightly raised and inflamed basc,-proved one of the most ob-
stinate and persistent forms of the malady it has ever fallen to
my lot to treat, and wellnigh exh}austed my resources, leaving
my little patient at last in an almost cacliectic condition. Crop
after crop of the eruption succeeded each other, and, for nearly
four months, resisted my utmost efforts, admirabl)y seconded as
these were by the judicious and tender nursing of the parents.
The cod-liver oil appeared to be of some service in the latter
part of the treatment.

Scabies, Lichen, and Prurigo, either separately, or, as not
seldom happened, conjointly, have assumed an epidemic charac-
ter, springing up where no source of contagion could be traced
by the closest investigationi, and sometimes provin.i inveterate
and recurrent, after seeming to have disappeare(l.

I have now laid before you a long list of diseases, any one of
wbich, taken separately, would appear too unimportant a subject
to be presented to your notice; but I trust you will forgive me
for thus occupying your time; for it does strike me as a not ull-
interesting subject of inquiry, connected with the peculiar cha-
racteristics of the past season, how far we might be able to
trace the cause of so great a prevalence of mala(lies having a
tendency more or less to eliminate by the skin. May it not be
noteworthy that, during a period so strongly marked bv a con
tinuance of easterly winds, by an extreme (legree of cold, and
by an undue absence of atmospheric moistlire, those diseases
which are usually most prone to cast their weight ulpon the air-
passages have been milder than is ordinary (I allude to
measles, hooping-cough, and influenza); and that, on the con-
trary, in proportion as the normal direction of the vis mo7-bosa
has been towards the integumentary surface, as in scarlatina,
erysipelas, furunculus, and so forth, the elimination has been
protracted and difficult? Again, may not the long continued
prevalence of these maladies, either simultaneously or in rapid
succesion, justify the suspicion of a common origin; or, if not
a common origin, at least a common exciting cause? I confess I
am not in a position to solve these questions; but I present
them to you, in the hope that your researches may throw some
light upon this not unimportant subject.

i. SBuneay. I shall next take up a point connected with sur-
#*a! practice; and I purposely select a recently reopened and
muhvexedquestion-that, namely, beaing upon the expediency
orotherwise of operating for the removal of cancerous growths.
W bhave high authorities advooting in favour of either conclu.
m ; ad, as these are doubtles more or less familiar to you

all,ss preted to your notice n the reporft of'p
cal, I shall not trepa on your time by rerng to thm, ba
simply stae the results of my own investigtiom and -enpeMhnee
In epithelial cancer, I am strongly of opinion that a eearl

recourse to the knife is the safest practice, and, upen the
whole, offers a satisfactory means of relief; for, even where the
disease ultimately reappears after excision (which, with due
allowance made for the shortness of the period over which my
observation has extended, I am convinced is by no means the
rtile), I have generally found that a desirable period of im-
munity has been gained, without prejudice to the after propects
of the patients. I could point to cases wherein the removal of
these growths has taken place ten, twelve, or fifteen years ago,
without any rettrn up to this time. Three cases of epithelial
cancer of the face have been treated bv me in the past year.
One, which implicated the skin of the cheek, was destroyed by
means of the electric cautery, about a year ago; and has not
yet reappeared. Another presents some points of unustual in-
terest. A mRn came to me tbree months ago, with the disease
implicating fully one-half of the edge of the lower lip, and ex-
tending midway to the tip of the chin. The tissues were
ulcerating and everted. On examination, I discovered the
cicatrices of old sutures; and I elicited the following history.
Twenty years ago, for a similar disease, the lip had been
treated by excision, under the hands of a suirgeon now dead;
and, from that date to within a few moniths, no reappearance of
the malady liad taken place. The patient, who lives in another
part of the conntry, had applied to a snrgeon in his own neigh-
bourhood, who discouraged any interference. He was anxious,
however, to be operated upon; and I made an appointmeht with
him. At the end of a fortnight, he returned with a ma1ked in-
crease of the disease. I removed the centre of the lip by t.he
v incision; andi, fortunately, the absence of front teeth in the
lower jaw, enabled me to bring the edges of the incision well
tagether, and secure them with pins. On the third day, I
was prepared, finding matters progressing favourably, to vith-
draw the piius; bht, by his anxiety to retain them longer, he in-
duiced me to postpone their removal for another day. As he had
to come to me froni a distance, a longer interval occurred than
I had appointed; and, on the second dressing, the pins, with
the twisted sutures, dropped out, leaving two lines of ulceration
crossing the line of inCision at right angles. The cicatrix of
this latter wavs firm, lhowever; and the case soon progressed
most favourablv. He has shown himself to me within the last
week, quite well, with the lip perfectly closed, and appareritly as
free from disease as it ever was. How long this desirable
state may continue, it were hard to predicate; but it cannot be
denied that I liave a fair expectation in supposina that my pro-
cedure has more or less retarded the inroad of a painful and
loathsome disease. When the bone has once become impli-
cated, I believe nio advantage is to be gained, but the reverse, by
any attempt at removal. At least, whenever I have ventured
upon it, I have become impressed with the idea that the after
progress of the disease was more rapid than ever.

True Scirrhi's, that form so often affecting the mammm, is, I
believe, notwithstanding its liability to return, either at the
same or some other part of the body, generally benefited by
excision, if this be not too long deferred. Although I have re-
moved, or assisted to remove, subch growtths over and over again,
I never bnt once had cause to regret the proceeding. In the
colloid form of caneer, on the contrary, I bave never yet been
inducedl to resort to the knife. All the cases (three in number)
which hlave come under my care, having occulred in patients
adlvanced in life, and otherwise unfit to bear a formidable oper-
ation; whilst thle growth of the malady was tardy, in one in-
stance having endured upwards of twenty years, and the pain
complained of was trifling even to the last.
Encephaloid Cancer. That form, so generally rapid in its

fatal progress, and degenerating into what has been called
fungus himatodes, was operated upon by me on the 11th of
may 1851; and at the present date the subject of it, a boy
of 14, is apparently in excellent health. As this case is
one of great interest, and bears strongly upon the question I
am treating of, I shall make no apology for giving you a short
history of it. The son of a respectable farmer lost his mother
a few years ago from scirrhus of the mamma. I was sent for
to see him on the 8th of May 1854, he having previously been
nnder the mereiful hands of an old woman, and also of a quack
I found him in the almost extreme stage of cachexia prodiuced
by an encephaloid cancer, of three months'-growtb, occupying
the inner side of the right leg, just below the knee. The
tumour was as lago as a child's head, with dilated veins oo
ing over its surface, and at the most prominent point aW
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of seral inches cirmferene, filled uP with a black coagu.
In, whence blood oozed at the slightest touch, and had
ommetimes fowed in a rapid stream. He loatbed food;
and, from intense suffering, was prevented from obtaining
sleep, which had been almost entirely absent for about three
weeks. His countenanoe was extremely pale and distressed,
and his circulation very languid. The glands situated below
Poupart's ligament were considerably enlarged, and there was
neuralgic pain running up from the tumour to the cruriil archl.
Notwithstanding the formidable conidition of my patient, I de-
termined upon the removal of the affected limb above the knee;
it appearing to me, as well as to all his friends, quite evident
that the disease, if left to itself, could not fail to destroy life
before many days. He was brought into the town for the oper-
ation; and on the morning fixed (May 14, J854) he was seen
by my cousin, Dr. Samuel Steel, and by my late fiiend Mlr. F.
Batt, who concurred in the opinion that, altiouitgi not unjnistiti-
able, the anputationi, utider the formidable circurostanlces of the
case, offered but small prospect of a favourable result. I re.
moved the limb at the junction of the lower with the middle
third of the thigh, by thie antero-posterior flap incision; and
the following night the poor bov, without requiriu- an opiate,
slept soundly for the first time ini many hiours. -He made a
rapid progress towards convalescence, witlhout a badl syniptomni,
and soon began to regain flesh; the stuimip had entirely lealed
by the 16th of Jtune, save at one point, where protruded a liga-
ture still remaining; the tumiid inguinal glands graduallY suib-
sided to their normal condition; and( lie hias continiued to dto
well, having at the present mlate all the aspect of robu-st health.
The only comment I shall make upon the case T have just me-
lated is thiis: That even in the most malignant and mnost rapidly
fatal form of cancerous disease, when arrived at the very last
stage, and wlhen unider the most unfavourable aspect, a boltl
course may somietimiies be justifiable, aud the knife may prove
to be the real averter of pain alnd tIme instrumlnent of inercy.
m. MiD-wiFErny. There is one department of our science wlichl

absurdly enough is, if we follow tIme laws of orthodoxy, to be
excluded from the domain of either l'ure Mledicine or Plure
Surgery, for no better reason, so far as I caii understand, than
that it addresses itself excltusively to the relief of the sufferings
of the fairer part of our race. On the diseases peculiar to women,
and the irregularities incident on the parturient state-on both
these important divisions of our professional labours I would
wish to say a few words, pointing to some of my experience
during the past year; but I feel that I have already trans-
gressed beyond the bounds of a judicious moderation, and that
I shall run some risk of being condemned by you for the " ca-
coethes scribendi", of wbich I have already furnished you witl,
I fear, a too heavy sample. If, therefore, you should permit me
to occupy your attention further, I must aim at brevity, even if
it be at the expense of my suibject.

In conjunction with nmy cousin, Mr. Jennings of Newport, I
have seen a case of ovarian disease, which I am reluctant to
pass over without drawing your attention to the highly inter-
estinjg features it has presented.

Mrs. -, of middle age, has been married ten years without
bearing children. A short time after marriage, shc ceased to
menstruate for nine weeks, when sudden himemorrbage came on,
which continued for three weeks. This was the only occurrence
of the kind to disturb the regular course of the uterine functions
till about five years ago, when sbe felt lherself increase in bulk,
and discovered a lump in the side (as she expressed it ), which
has continued ever since, increasing towards the menstrual
period, and then partially subsidinig. About eighteen months
ago, sickness and pain came on at intervals, she being then in
Somersetshire. The medical man who visited her at first
thought she was in labour; but, on being unideceived, he ad-
.initered medicines with apparent relief: but a tumour in the

left iliac fossa remained, which he told her was an enlargement
of the ovary. There was no hmemorrhage at this stage of the
case. In August last, Mr. Jennings was first consulted, in con-
sequence of her feeling great pain in the abdomen on stooping
or walking. Her health was becoming undermined. The menses
were regular. He found a large, well defined tumour in the left
flank, free in its periphery, but immoveable at its base, and
larger than a child's head. After the administration of iodide
of iron, and correction of the general healtb, the tumour slightly
lessened till November, wben it again considerably increased,
end Mr. Jenniings advised her to consult some other practi
tioner. She saw Dr. Symonds and Mr. Prichard of Bristol, who
both pronounced the case to be one of ovarian disease. The

gentleman proposed to her to nter the Bristol Infirmary.
Sh.prefed ooming to me; and I saw her in the later nd

of December, when I ascertained that the uterus was of the
nonnal size usual in the unimpregnated state, and apparety
free from any unhealthy adhesions. The tumour, atuributable
to enlargement of the ovary, was quite moveable in the abdo.
minal cavity, and free from tenderness on pressure, but, from
its increasing bulk, prodticed distress, and threatened to bring
on a serious condition. I proposed to remiove this tumour by
section of the abdominal walls, providing no change contra-
indlicatinig the propriety of this step should appear during the
interval required by tlle patient to make preparations for so
serious an event. She returnled lhome for this purpose, and
remained under the watchful care of Mr. Jennings. Suddenly,
a profuse uterine banmorrhage set ill, accompanied by a great
change in the conaditioni of the tumour, andl in the state of her
general health. Slhe returned to me at the end of three weeks,
in such alteredI circumstances, witlh great plr)stration of strength,
exvidlent inerease in tlhe volume of the trtmouir, with distinct
tlunetuation aned tendorrcess, the latter exteniding over the abdo-
nmen gencrally, that I at once explained to lher the impropriety
of attenmpting any operation at that time. On her return home,
the tumoutir continuled to increase rapidly, but by degrees her
healtlh greatly imlproved; antld wheni I saw lher, two months later,
althou-gh the ablomen hiad bacoiiie very prominent, and she
found lherself, to use a c -minion e\pr;ssion, very troublesome,
tlhere wvas a remiarlkable iill)rovelnetit in the activity both of
miniid anid botly, as well as in the usual sig,ns of health. Having
all opportunity of visiting the MIediterranean, she, contrary to
my recommlllendationi, undertotolk a voyage to Naples. In that
city site was sten by three medlical men, whlo agreed in pro-
notiuicing her to be pregnant, and as they thouglit arrived at
the seveiiti nionth; whilst, as to the ovarian disease, the exist-
ence of wvhicil tliey ditl niot qu:?stiou, they professed to be unable
to forim any opinionl ilt resp)ect of its exteInt aihd chiaracter. She
is nIoW retuLrined, by their aLvice, to lher homie in England.
Although I have hithierto had no personal opportunity of verify-
ing tile diagnosis, as to pregnancy, given by the Neapolitan
phiysicians, I can entertain nVo douibt of its correctness; for Mr.
Jenning,s writes to me (June 26thi) that the movements of a
child1 are muanifest, atnd that he has distinctly made out the
pulsation of the fetal heart by applying the stethoscope over
the abdomen, at a point one and a half inches to the left of and
below the umbilicus; the mothier's pulse at the time being 64,
the beatiig of the fotal heart 130). She has much improved in
healtlh, tlhough suffering from considerable edema of the lower
extremiiities, exteniding to the trunk. I shall make no further
comment uipon this case, gentlemen; but I truist that the many
interesting features of its history have justifiel my thus shortly
bringing it before youl.
Another interesting case is one which has been under my

care and observation for many years, and has been seen also
at intervals by Dr. Locock. Dr. Robert Lee, and, Mr. Paget.
The patient hias suffered from uterine lhmmorrhage almost
from the age of puberty; has never borne children, thought
married for many years; and is now arrived at the age of about
sixty. A full detail of her long continued sufferings, and of
the varied syv ptoms attendirig them, would of itself afford
materials for a paper; I shall merely state that every symptom
of uterine polypus, except one, has long presented itself-that
one bein (tlilatation of the os uteri, which orifice has never at
any time that I have examined its condition been larger than
in the normal state of the unimpregnated uterus. We have
diagnosed a fibrous tumour imbedded in the posterior wall of
the uterus, the origin of which we trace back to the date of her
earliest uterine ailments, and whose growth, occnpying many
years, has ultimately reached a very remarkable extent. Means
have now been offered in a singular manner of confirming this
diagnosis. Nature has made an effort to throw off the offend-
iun structure by ulceration of the uterine wall, a fissure in
which enables the index, per rectum, to reach amd explore, the
fibrous structure itself, which filling the pelvic cavity and rising
high up towards the umbilicuis, precludes, from its enormous
size, the possibility of any favourable result of this natural
effort. The recto-vaginal system has very lately given way
under the ulcerative process; and the patient, now reduced to
a cachectic condition, is lingering through the last stage of her
malady. A palliative treatment has beeu the only one per-
mitted by the circumstances of the case for a long time past,
and to detail the particulars were out of the question; but I
have thought that so remarkable a case would be worth the
short description of it I have just attempted.

In conclusion, gentlemen, I would desie to bring before yu
a cae of operative obstetrioy, mainly for the purpos of reaM
mending to your notice a very si 1e but valuable
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iMib I heve some remos to belie is not so generaly known
mii_ppsd-A as, in my humble judgment, it deees to be,
a smAdy end sfe means of dividing certain pats of the feetus
i uto. I allude to the cutting-hook, or decollator of Rams.

About a year ago, my cousin, Dr. Steel, was sent for into the
outry to the assistance of a young woman, primipara, wbo,
uder the management of a midwife, had remained undelivered
after many hours of strong uterine action. He found an ar-m
of the fwtus low in the vagina, and the uterus so firmly con-
traced around the shoulder, as to baffle all his efforts, even
when aided by ansesthesia under chloroform, to pass his hand
into the uterus. He requested my co-operation; and on ex
ainiation, I ascertained that the right arm of the fmtus, in
an emphysematous state, had been forced down as far as the
form of the pelvis would allow, the shoulder being firmly im-
puted within the os, and the uterus evidently having reached
that state of permanent contraction which admits of no retro-
eeesion. I felt that but one of two alternatives was admissible;
namely, either to detach the head from the trunk and deliver
each section separately, or to eviscerate the thorax. The first
was placed out of our power, by the fact that the neck of the
feetus could not be reached even by the tip of the finger; and
the only part presenting besides the shoulder was a portion of
the right subelavian region, about one inch and a half in dia-
meter. Through this space wo perforated the thorax, and
after removing the ribs, one by one, we succeeded in emptying
that cavity, and by penetrating through the diaphragm, the
greater part of the intestinal tube was gradually withdirawn;
by no possibility, bowever, could the liver and remaining ab-
dominal viscera be reached for removal, in consequience of the
downward pressure upon the upper part of the trunk caused by
the retroverted head. The left arnm, after much difficulty, was
however brought down, and then finding that no traction could
be of any avail so long as the included parts were connected
and bound together by the unyielding spinal column, it occur-
red to me that by dividing the dorsal vertebrie I should remove
the obstruction, and that then on making traction by the arms,
the trunk of the fetus would glide upwards as the head was
being gradually moved down. I therefore with the finger
separated the attachTnents of the spinal column to the dorsald
muscles, and introducing the cutting-hook, I passed it round
the dorsal vertebrm, and by the sawing movement speedily cut
through them. As I had anticipated, so it proved. The pelvis
of the faitus released from its moorings, and no longer retained
by anything but the yielding muscles and integuments, slipped
up in a most gratifying manner, the head came down witlh far
greater ease than I could have anticipated; and once that part
of the delivery completed, the rest was simple enough. The
child had evidently been dead some tiIne, as from the long
continued pressure upon the thoracic viscera might have been
expected; and when finaHy expelled, the only indication wbich
the body presented to the eye of the complicated labour we
had been obliged to perform within it, was an incision of two
inches in length between the right shoulder and breast. I
may add, that the woman recovered without a single unfavour-
ablesymptom. I believe that her life was preserved by the
use of the cutting-hook; and that under the extreme difficulties
of the case, no instrument belonging to the armamentarium of
the accoucheur could have so effectually, so readily, and so
safely, accomplished the desired end.

I feel, gentlemen, that I have to apologise to you for the
rambling sketch I have just submitted to your notice: not one
of you can be more sensible than I am myself how much it
lacks of scientific interest in the matter, and of nervous con-
ciseness in the style; but I have honestly striven to lay before
you some of those impressions my owni mind has derived from
the varied scenes of our common labour; and if any portiorn of
them has obtained your indulgent attention, I am quite con-
tent to submit to yonr just criticism for all the rest.

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING PRESDENT.
On the motion of the PRESIDENT, it was resolved-
"Tbat the best thanks of this meeting be given to J. L.

White, Esq., of Dowlais, for his able conduct as President
during the past year."

Dr. Bum (Swansea) moved, and N. CoATs, Esq. (Sirhowy)
seconded; and it was resolved-
"That the best thanks of this meeting be given to E. Y.

Steele, Esq., President, for bis able address, and that he be
equnested to allow it to be printed in the AssociATxoN JOURxNAL."
Xr. MICHAEL (SeCretary) then read the following report of

Comel

l3103? 01 THU COWLNw
"Your Council have much pleasure while resigning with this

report their trust into your hands, in having to announce the
continued prosperity of the Branch. Atthelast annulmeeting
there were ninety-four members on the roll. Since that period
four members have died, five have resigned or left the Princi-
pality, and three new members have joined the Branch, making
the present total number eighty-eight.

" In accordance with the resolution passed at the last anni
versary meeting voting lists have been sent to all the members
of the Branch, of which number thirty-one have been returned;
the election for your Council for the ensuing year has fallen on
the following members: G. G. Bird, M.D., W. Rowland, Esq.,
Swansea; J. Frenclh, Esq., Neath; E. Evans, Esq., Cardiff; J.
Russell, Esq., Mertlyr; T. C. Jones, Esq., Pembroke; 3.
L. Williams, Esq., Carmarthen; D. Prothero, M.D.,J Llanelly;
H. Lawrence, M.D., Carmarthen; J. Essex, Esq., Tredegar;
J. Brewer, Esq., Newport; Trevor Morris, M.D., Chepstow.

" Your Council congratulate the mnembers on the fact that in
some parts of the Branch every qualified practitioner is a mem-
ber of the Association, and these with very trifling exceptions
are also members of the Branch. Your Council are not aware
that any memiibers of the profession have joined the Parent
Association during the past year except through your executive,
and they would again express their opinion as to the desirability
of all gentlemen wishiing to join the Provincial Medical and
Surgical Association being admitted through the agency of the
Branch where one exists in the locality in which they reside.
"The very eventful period which has elapsed since the

meeting of the Association last year at Merthyr more than ever
points to the desirability of such united action on the part of
the profession as would ensure a just recognition of its claims
both from the government and the public. No organisation at
present existing has so fair an opportunity of effecting this as
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association, but before it
can be hoped for, we must look for a large increase in its mem-
bers, as at present it numbers but a litlIe over 2,000 members, or
not one-tenth of the whole profession. Your Council refer with
pleasure to the fact that the per centage of members to the
whole profession in South Wales and Monmouthshire amounts
to 50 per cent., being a much higher rate than the average,
almost exceeding every other portion of the United Kingdom;
but this only calls for renewed effoi-ts on the part of the mem-
bers to enlist the sympathies, co operation, and union of every
practitioner in their own districts, and the Council trust that
each individual member will so exert his influence that at the
next anniversary meetii)g their successors in the office of coun-
cillors may report a very large accession of members. When
by an extension of the representative system in the Council of
the parent Association, and this large increase of numbers to
which your Council confidently look forward from all parts of
the United Kingldom, the Provincial Medical and Surgical
Association may claim to speak with authority on the politics of
the professionj (backed as it would be by a majority of its mem-
bers). Any bill prepared by its governing body having for its
object true medical reform, would then liot only claim but
obtain from the govermment of the day that attention which the
subject itself has long demanded, but upon which so much dis-
agreement has prevailed as to justify ministers in completely
ignoring in parliament the whole subject. In no other profes-
sion do we behold apparently so wide a div-ersity of interests.
Distracted by intestine commotions, and convulsed by personal
or corporate jealousies and oppositions, each of whichl is but for
the benefit of one individual or corporalion at the expense of
the whole body politic; a state of things which, while it lowers
the status of the profession in the eyes of the public, is more
disastrous to the public itself than the profession, in depressing
the standard of medical education, lowering the tone of its
members, and hindering the advance of medical science, while
it at the same time destroys those safeguards which the public
should ever have in determining between the educated practi-
tioner and he who, in the present anomalous state of the law,
may evade all fear of penalty while trafficking in the lives, and
too often in the deaths, of our fellow subjects. We have no ac-
credited and responsible body to speak to and counsel govern-
ment in times of great peril and emergency, on questions of
pestilence, of plague, or of famine; we have no recognised pro.
fessional authority to avert by timely advice calamities worse
than war, or to urge those measures of preventive medicine and
hygiene which, although last on the statesman's list of neces-
saries, if, indeed, they can there at all find a place, are first of
nature's laws, and can neither be neglected or broken without
speedy and certain retribution.
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"We have sa in the past year the drifting of thousandsinto
d_seas and death, and no averting hand stretched out to pre-
vent the calamity; and although as a profession we can dare
persoally the strictest inquiry, it is notorious that the system
under which we have acted has been one in which we have had
no voice, and where from want of unity of action we have pos-
sessed no power, and where we should have been able to stay
by our influlence and exertion the sacrifice of thousands of
Britain's noblest sons. We have been mournful because help.
less, and it is to this want of combined action and to those
internal dissensions which have hitlherto prevented it, that we
have seen with dismay examining boards lowering their standard
of examination to allow senior students easier access to posts
often of the greatest responsibility in the army and navy medi-
cal service, and with indignation the attempt of government to
avoid a just measure of right to naval assistant-surgeons, by
appointing in their exigency dressers to guin boats, who would
in case of any accident to the surgeon in charge be called on to
perform the most arduous and responsible duties, and this by
youths having ofteni but completed their first year of pupilage,
and, for the most, practically uinfamiliar with the simplest
operations of surgery. And all this done while it is notorious
that the naval service has been avoided by qualified practitioners,
solely on account of the long perpetuated injustice in making so
wide a distinction between assistant-surgeons in the army and
navy.

" Your Council would also refer yotu to the operation of the
Vaccination Act whichi, while in many districts it has much
increased the per centage of stuecessful cases by public vaccina-
tors, in sonme instances'more than douibling the per centage of
former years, still forms no indication of the extenision of vac-
cination itself; as, by the operation of the present system, the
patients of private practitioners well able to remunerate their
own medical attendants are vaccinated at the public cost at Is.
or Is. Od. per case. Your Council, moreover, see cause to regret
that the law remains unbchanged which provides payment to
every one engaged in carrying out the act except the private
medical practitioner, who is expected to fill up several forms at
a cost of considerable time and labour without acknowledgment
or remuneration. Your Council wouild mention that some
members of this Branch have determinedlly opposed this injus-
tice, and have in every case refused to fill up the forms and cer-
tificates; wishing to bring prominently forward the injustice of
the act to private practitioners.

"1st. In directly indncing patients who register the birth of
their children to leave their ordinary medical attendant; 2ndly.
In laying before that portion of the public well able to pay for
medical services inducements to receive assistance out of the
public funds; and 3rdly. In demanding from medical gentlemen
services for which no remuneration is provided.
" In reference to those most important subjects bearing so

directly on the interests of the public and the profession, your
Council refe x you with much pleasure to a meeting held in
March last in London, attended by upwards of two thousand
students, at which resolutions were passed disclaiming on the
part of this most influential meeting the bribe offered by govern-
ment to medical students, which, if accepted, could not other-
wise than delay the granting of those rights to naval assistant-
surgeons, the justice of which bad long been acknowledged, and
owing to the neglect of which the naval service has had to
deplore the want of adequate medical attendance. Your Coun-
cil rejoice to observe such indications of a better state of things
in the unanimity and high spirit which pervades those who in
course of years must be their successors in the active duties of
the profession, and trust that the exertions now made to obtain
for naval assistant-surgeons what is justly their due will meet
with your support; for this purpose a petition will be laid
before you for signature, to be presented to the House of
Commons.
" Your Council have also caused to be prepared petitions to

the House of Commons in favour of the Medical Reform Bill of
the Association to be signed by members of the Association
from each district of the Branch. This bill, to the introduction
of which the government has pledged itself to offer no opposi-
tion, contains provisions for securing uniformity of medical
education and a higher tone of preparatory mental culture; to
provide a governing body in which the rights of general practi-
tioners shall be fairly recognised, and uniformity of privilege in
each portion of the United Kingdom granted; and also, while
it registers duly qualified practitioners, it enacts penalties for
fraudulent assnmption of titles or illegal practice on the palrt of
non-qualified persons.
"In conclusion, your Council find matter for rejoicing in the

fact that the events of the pest yea, howver disastrouim
themselves, have demonstrated to those in autholity,and to the
thinkiDg portion of the publie, the great importanee of a due
regard both to preventive and curative medicine, and the nece-
sity of a due infusion of the medical element in all bodies hbaing
the supervision of great departments of public health, whether
in time of peace or of war.

" To help on this due recognition, yonr Council feel their
bretbren will not be wanting in aiding and encouraging what-
ever tends to promote the usefulness or uphold the dignity of
the medical profession.

"Signed on behalf of the Council,
"W. H. MICHAEL, Hon. Sec."

Mr. IH. L. PMCHARD (Tir Caradoc) moved, and Mr. H. J.
PAINE (Cardiff) seconded; and it was resolved-

" That the Report of the Council now read be received and
adopted."
ELECTION OF OFITCERS: AND rLACE OF MEETING FOR 1856.
Dr. EDWARDS (Cardiff) moved, Mr. T. J. Dyxx (Merthyr)

seconded; and it was resolved-
"That the gentlemen whose names have been read be the

Council for the ensuing year."
Mr. H. J. PAINE (Cardiff) moved, Dr. EDWARDS seConded;

and it was resolved-
" That the annual meeting of the Branch for 1850 be held at

Cardiff; and that Dr. Vachell be the President-Elect."
N'AVAL MEDICAL REFORM.

Dr. S. STEELE muoved, 31r. COATS seconded; and it was
carried-
" That this meeting has noticed with great gratification the

feelings evinced at the meeting of medical students held in
London on the 16th of March last; believing that the unanimity
there shewn in supporting the best interests of the profesion
cannot fail to advance its usefulness and ensure its progress.
They hail with satisfaction the establishment of a Naval Medi-
cal Reform Association, and commend it to the best sympathies
of their fellow members."

THE ASSOCIATION JOURNAL.
Mr. J. HINTON (Blaina) moved, Dr. S. STEELE seconded; and

it was carried-
" That this meeting has viewed with satisfaction the efforts

made by tbo Editor to improve the ASSOCIATION JOURNL, and
hereby express their approval generally of the mode in which
it has been conducted for the past year."

MEDICAL REFORX.
Mr. EssEx (Pontypool) moved; and it was carried-
" That this meeting desires to express its approval of the

main provisions of the Medical Reform Bill of the Association,
and pledges itself to use its best efforts to cause it to be pawed
into a law, and hereby conveys its best thanks to the Medical
Reform Committee of the Association for their continued ser-
vices and attention to the interests of the profession."

APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY.
Mr. J. L. WHITE moved; and it was carried by general

acclamation-
" That Mr. W. H. Michael be the Secretary for the ensuing

year."
CASES AND COMMUNICATIONS.

A CASE OF INJURY TO THE FOOT. By J. L. WETE, Esq. In
this case Chopart's operation had been performed, but had
failed, owing to extensive sloughing of the flap. The os calcis
and all bones of the foot, except the astragalus, were then re-
moved, and an admirable stump remained, covered by the in-
teguments of the heel. This eswe created great interest, and
met with the greatest commendation from the members, owing
to the admirable results of the operation; by which the sufferer,
a lad of twenty-one years of age, was enabled daily to follow the
most arduous employment-that of a puddler in an iron works.
CASE OF POISONING BY EATING GERMAN SAUSAGE. ByW.H.

MICHAEL, Esq. [This case will be published in the JoumNAz.]
CASE OF INVERSION OF THE UTERUS ai WHICH EXCISION 34D

BEEN PERFORMED. By N. COATS, Esq. [This case will be
published in the JouRNAL.]

THE DINNEL
The dinner took place at the Angel Hotel, at 6 o'clock; and

the proceedings of this very pleasant meeting terminated at
10 o'clock, leaving a strong impression on the minds of all
present that such gatherings tend materially to improve a good
understandiing and to cement ties of friendship between medical
practitiovers, while at the same time they cannot fail to advance
medic') science.


